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stands on a small Branch of French Creek, over which is a 
very good Bridge ; this Creek, half a Mile below, Runs 
through a Lake a Mile over, but is itself not ten yards wide. 
"We encamped about a Mile beyond Le Beauf, having Marched 
10 Miles, there being no more Water till within two Miles of 
Prisqu' Isle. Our Course this day N". 1ST. E. 

17th. This day's March was (two Miles open dry woods 
near Prisqu' Isle, and one mile at the other end excepted) 
a Continued Chestnut Bottom Swamp, near Nine Miles of 
which are laid with Loggs, but much out of repair. Marched 
this day 14 Miles. Our Course North. 



PROPOSITION TO MAKE BETHLEHEM, PENNA., THE 
SEAT OF GOVERNMENT IN 1180. 

CONTRIBUTED BY JOHN W. JORDAN. 

[The following correspondence between Lewis Weiss, of Philadelphia, 
and the Rev. John Bttwein, of Bethlehem, is of considerable local interest, 
and now appears for the first time. The originals are preserved in the ar- 
chives of the Moravian Church at Bethlehem. — J. W. J.] 

Philadelphia, 14 April, 1780. 
Dear Sir — I was yesterday spoken to by a friend of mine, 
a member of Congress, intimating that Congress had a mind 
to change their residence, and that it was proposed by some 
members Bethlehem would be a very proper place for making 
a Hague, like in Holland. I immediately exclaimed that 
Congress was mad ! but was stopped when the gentleman de- 
clared that Congress would never enter upon the subject, if 
they should conceive this plan might put the Society at Beth- 
lehem under greater inconvenience, as Congress was able to 
relieve them by the payment of money, and other advantages 
which would accrue to the trades of Bethlehem. I told him 
in my opinion it was impracticable, without ruining and 
eating up the Society ; it was a question with me whether, 
if every soul was removed from Bethlehem, the houses built 
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there was sufficient to contain Congress and the several de- 
partments belonging thereto ; and if Congress had a mind to 
examine Mr. Edmonds, 1 who happened to be in town, I be- 
lieved he could give them information of the number of houses 
and inhabitants of Bethlehem and Nazareth, by which Con- 
gress would see the impossibility of putting that plan into 
execution. 

I had really stopped Bro. Edmonds, but was told this morn- 
ing I might let him go home, and advised that I should write 
for a description of Bethlehem and perhaps Nazareth too, par- 
ticularly the number of inhabitants of the several houses and 
cabias ; and whenever the matter should come on the carpet, 
they would move the House to send for me for information. 
Indeed, I should be very sorry if Congress should come to 
reside even in your neighborhood, for it would spoil the 
morals of many of your people, and the markets for all of 

them. 

(Signed) LEWIS WEISS. 2 

Deak Sir — As I have been informed that the honourable 
Congress intends to shift their residence from Philadelphia to 

1 William Edmonds was born 24th October, 1708, at Colford, Gloucester- 
shire, O. E. His father was a merchant, and the family attached to the 
established church. In 1736 he immigrated to America, and established 
himself in business in New York, and in 1739 married Rebecca Beauvoise, a 
French Huguenot. He joined the Moravian Church in 1741, and after the 
death of his wife in 1749, removed to Bethlehem. In March of 1755 he 
married Margaret Anthony, of New York. In October of that year he was 
elected to the Assembly from Northampton. After serving his church in 
various secular capacities at Bethlehem and Nazareth, he died at the latter 
place 15th September, 1786. 

2 Lewis Weiss was born in Berlin on the 28th of December, 1717. Im- 
migrated to Pennsylvania in December, 1755, and settled in Philadelphia. 
For many years he was the attorney for the Moravian Church. He was one 
of the founders of the German Society, and was its President in 1782. He 
was commissioned Justice of the Court of Common Pleas for the City and 
County of Philadelphia on the 26th of May, 1786. He died on the 22d of 
October, 1796, and was buried in the Moravian cemetery at the corner of 
Franklin and Vine Streets. One of his daughters m. George Klein, printer, 
of Carlisle, and another John Wyeth, printer, of Harrisburg, Pa. 
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some other place in this State ; and that some inquiries have 
been made of you, whether that honourable body could not 
be accommodated here or at New York, I take this oppor- 
tunity to inform you of the true state of Bethlehem, in re- 
gard to its dwelling houses and present inhabitants. You 
know our situation well enough, and that it would be impos- 
sible to receive them, if they even were willing to submit to 
many and great inconveniences. 

Bethlehem has about thirty-six private dwelling houses, which 
are inhabited by sixty one families, with their different trade 
and workshops, so that many a family has but one single 
room for themselves and their all. You know the public 
buildings, as the meeting-house, schools, the houses of the 
single brethren, single sisters, and widows, 1 tavern, and mills, 
are full of people ; and I may, with truth, observe that no 
village or town in this State is so crowded with inhabitants 
as Bethlehem now is. Nazareth is not much better ; and as 
it lies nine miles nigher to the Blue Mountains, that settle- 
ment is the first refuge of the settlers behind the mountains, 
as soon as they fear the least danger on account of the In- 
dians. Some have already fled to Nazareth (a few days ago), 
and how many may follow them soon we cannot know. 

Yet, if even the honourable Congress and its appendages 
could find the necessary accommodations here and in the 
neighborhood, which I know to be impossible, if they will 
not live in tents, it would, in my humble opinion, be a dan- 
gerous residence for them, as we are so nigh the mountains and 
the Big Swamp, from which an enemy could with ease walk 
in one night to Bethlehem. And such a treasure as the Con- 
gress might be a great temptation for the Indians or their 
desperate associates to make a sudden attempt upon the place, 
if they were not cowed by a considerable force. 

Bear Sir, I must beg the favor of you to be attentive in 
this matter, and if you find that there is really such a notion 

1 In 1770 Ettwein founded the " Widow's Society of Bethlehem," an asso- 
ciation which since that time has conferred its silent charities upon a large 
number of women. 
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or motive, to make, in the name of the Brethren or in their 
behalf, a representation against it, and cause, at least, an in- 
spection into our situation and circumstances, before Congress 
resolves to move into these parts. We should be very sorry 
at the certain disappointment of the Congress in our [unintelli- 
gible] that they may not distress the inhabitants of this little 
place, disturb its happy constitution, and have nothing for 
it but trouble, exposure, and disappointment. 

I am, dear Sir, with love and respect, 

JOHN ETTWEIN. 1 

1 John Ettwein, a distinguished clergyman of the American Moravian 
Church, b. Friedenstadt, Germany. In 1754 he was consecrated bishop, and 
stood at the head of the church in Pennsylvania until his death in 1802. 



